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Objective 
The objective of this document is to define the annotation guideline for the binary annotation of tweets 
containing pregnancy related tweets from twitter. Individual tweets will be marked positive if there are 
one or more indications in the tweet that the person tweeting it is/was pregnant. It will be marked 
negative if no such indication was present. 
 
The project focuses on identification of the cohort of pregnant women on twitter. Hence, legitimate 
pregnancy related tweets will be marked positive if ANY of the following are true: 

1. The user states that she is pregnant (includes cases where the tweets do/don’t have additional 
information about the phase of pregnancy in terms of weeks/months). 

2. The user states that she was pregnant previously. 
3. There is a reference in the tweet that the user is/was pregnant. 

 
The tweets will be marked negative if ANY of the following are true: 

1. The user is not female. 
2. The tweet is entirely about someone else’s pregnancy without a reference to their own. 
3. The tweet is about taking a pregnancy test but has not evidence of a positive result. 
4. The handle-name/tweet-contents indicates that the user is an organization/blog. 
5. The tweet is about “looking pregnant” after having consumed food. 
6. The tweet indicates the pregnancy phase is over 42 weeks or 9 months. 
7. There is evidence that the tweet was a quote from a movie/tv. 

 
Challenges and Precedence 
When the text in the tweet is too short or the content is too vague, it might be difficult to make a 
decision regarding the class of the tweet. In such cases, the handle name can be used to aid the 
decision. When a tweet does not belong to any of the described qualifiers, the annotator can make a  
subjective assessment to mark the tweet as positive/negative.  
 
As a rule of thumb, absence of evidence of the user being pregnant can be marked negative. 
 
Annotation Target 
The target is to have a total of 15,000 tweets annotated by 2-3 members 

1. For two members, 1000 common tweets for kappa calculation and 6000 tweets per member. 
2. For three members, 1000 common tweets for kappa calculation and 4000 tweets per member. 


